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ery few people get rich in the
V motorcycle racing business.

So why then do hundreds
of people work long hours in the
sport for relatively little in the way
of monetary or material compen-
sation? The answer is because
they love it. And it’s that love of
being around motorcycles, espe-
cially high-performance and road
racing motorcycles, that led Craig

Shops:

“Huey” Stewart away from a successful career
in the aerospace industry and onto a mission
to revive Marietta Motorsports.

Stewart’s introduction to the world of motor-
cycle’s came the traditional way. His father, who
always owned and rode bikes, gave him a minibike
for a gift when he was a kid. But Stewart says
his biggest early influence came from sneaking
out on his father’s Honda CB900 Custom while
he was at work.

“I figured if I got home an hour before he
got home that the bike would stop making that
TING, TING sound by the time he got home from
work,” recalled Stewart. “He never figured it out
until I ran out of gas on the other side of town
one night. He made it home before I did, and
that ended that part of my motorcycling career.
I was 15."

But more than just motorcycles, Stew-
art had a hunger for all things mechanical. He
loved to take apart mechanical things—whether
it was a clock or a lawnmower—and then try
to put them back together in working order.
That hunger played a role in Stewart joining
the Air Force Reserve full-time shortly after
completing high school.

“I served as a load master on C-130 (Her-
cules cargo) planes,” said Stewart. “I flew in
the back of the plane and did the air drops and
screamed ‘GO, GO, GO!’ and pushed the para-
troopers out the door.”

It was while he was a new Airman that
Stewart, who stands about 6-foot-5, was branded
with the call sign/nickname “Baby Huey,” and
the Huey part of that nickname stuck so firmly
that few people call him by his given first name
anymore.

After switching from full-time to normal
part-time reserve status in the Air Force Reserve,
Stewart started studying mechanical engi-
neering at Southern Polytechnic State Uni-
versity (SPSU), where he founded a Society
of Automotive Engineers (SAE) chapter and
helped with the school’s Formula SAE race car
program. But school was put on hold when
Lockheed, the manufacturer of the C-130 Her-
cules, offered him a position as Lead Load Mas-
ter, which involved him training Lockheed’s C-
130 customers—including the British Royal
Air Force and the Italian Air Force—how to
operate various functions of the plane.

“My life during that time period was 9:00
a.m. to 5:00 p.m. at Lockheed during the week
with maybe some trips over to England for
training,” said Stewart. “Every other weekend
or at night during the week I would go on train-
ing flights with the Air Force. And if [ wasn’t
doing any of that I was in the garage working on
motorcycles.”

Stewart just didn’t work on his personal
BMW K100, his first streetbike, or his Honda
VFR800, he also worked on friends’ bikes. Most
of the jobs at the start were small and pay-
ment was usually in the form of beer. But Stew-
art kept improving his garage workspace and
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(Opposite Page) Craig “Huey” Stewart started working on bikes for beer, and wound up resurrecting
Marietta Motorsports in Marietta, Georgia. (Above) The new Marietta Motorsports has four work sta-
fions and an “open” shop that allows customers to inferact with the mechanics as they work. (Below)
Marietta Motorsports now has five full-time employees, three part-time employees and, like any
quality motorcycle-oriented operation, stocks Roadracing World. Photos by David Swarts.

his skills, and friends—and friends of friends—
started paying him cash to do bigger and
bigger jobs on their bikes. His side business
grew to a point where some evenings he made
more money working on bikes than he did at
his day job.

At one point, one of Huey's friends asked
him to race-prep his Kawasaki EX500 so he could
go to road racing school and start competing
with WERA. Stewart turned him down, but the
friend was persistent and kept asking. Stewart
finally agreed to race-prep the bike and to also
serve as a paid mechanic for the friend during
his first track outing.

“I went with him and kind of got hooked,”
said Stewart, who says that he instantly fell in
love with working on bikes and then watching
his work in action out on the racetrack. Plus, he
saw that there was a market with a lot of poten-
tial for more secondary income. “Going to the
track I found there was a lot of work there and
a lot of people there who didn't know how to
do things and who were doing things really wrong.
I just started working more and more at the track
and building a reputation.”

After getting involved with racing, Stewart
gave his side business a name, BBC Racing. It
soon grew to the point where he was able to start
sponsoring a few racers, albeit just with free ser-
vices to start.

Early in the history of BBC Racing, Stew-
art hooked up with veteran racer Chris “Opie”
Caylor for the Suzuki SV650 Cup Finals in 2002.
That effort ended with Caylor finishing fourth in
the SV650 Final, but the next season Martin
Musil raced Stewart’s SV650 and they won
several WERA races and a pair of WERA Sports-

man Championships. Stewart was also help-
ing a 17-year-old up-and-comer, Matt Lynn, who
went on to success as an AMA Pro.

Stewart’s reputation continued to build and
with it came new opportunities. He started help-
ing teams competing in the WERA National
Endurance Series, and that led to a job with pri-
vateer racer Scott Carpenter at the 2004 Day-
tona 200. That led to a gig working with C.R.
Gittere for the remainder of the 2004 AMA sea-
son. Stewart and Caylor then reunited for the

2005 AMA Formula Xtreme Championship, which
included Stewart’s personal highlight of wrench-
ing for former 500cc World Champion Kevin
Schwantz, who filled in for Caylor when Caylor
missed a race to attend the birth of his first child.

Stewart and Caylor worked together again
in the 2006 AMA Championships on the Safety
First Suzuki team, but Stewart left that team
mid-season and went to work for Matsushima
Suzuki as a mechanic for Blake Young. But lots
of other things were happening away from the
track for Stewart during this time period.

“Wrenching started taking more and more
of my time, plus Lockheed sold off the depart-
ment I worked in,” said Stewart. “Lockheed hired
me to work on other jobs, but I hated it. Instead
of working on planes and traveling to meet
with the customers I was put in a cubicle and
working with the numbers. They handed me a
17,000-line spreadsheet for parts that they were
going to stop making, and it was up to me to
decide how many to purchase to meet the con-
tractual goal that we had.

“I told my wife, ‘I'm going to show you where
I'm going to die. And it's going to be tomorrow
or it’s going to be in 20 years, but I'm going to
die in this cubicle. I have to get out of here.” And
that's when she kind of gave me permission to
leave.”

When the next round of layoffs came around,
Stewart took a voluntary separation/early retire-

ment payout, cashed in his 401K, took out a sec-
ond mortgage on his house and opened a motor-
cycle tuning shop with a partner called The
Motorcycle Shop. It lasted for six months. The
shop was relatively successful, but Stewart and
his partner had different opinions on how the
business should be run and decided to go their
separate ways.

continued on page 84
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